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LOCAL LICENSING FORUM
2pm, Wednesday 24 May 2017

Town House, Aberdeen

Members present: Insp Kenneth McGeough (Police Scotland), Convener (for items 2-13); and Peter Benton (Aberdeen Samaritans), Ken Eddie (Civic 
Forum), Shamini Omnes (Aberdeen City Health and Social Care Partnership), Emily Queen (Community Safety Partnership), 
Miriam Smith (Education and Children’s Services, Aberdeen City Council (ACC)) and Heather Wilson (Alcohol and Drugs 
Partnership).

Also present: Rohan Mongrel (Public Health), Iain Robertson (Clerk, ACC) and Sarah Wheeler (Unight).

Apologies: Tara-Erin Gilchrist, Laura McDonald and Diane Sande.

Item Discussion Action / Decisions To be actioned by

1 Health Impact 
Assessment

The Clerk advised that the Convener was 
running slightly late and he would chair the 
meeting until he arrived. The Clerk proposed 
to consider item 6 (Health Impact 
Assessment) as the first item of business and 
the Forum agreed to this proposal.

Shamini Omnes (Aberdeen City Health and 
Social Care Partnership) circulated copies of 
the Health Impact Assessment (HIA) terms of 
reference and summary questionnaire and 
outlined the Forum’s proposed role during the 
development of the assessment. Rohan 
Mongra (Public Health) provided the Forum 
with an overview of the methodology and 
advised that the final assessment would aim 
to have a broad impact by meeting all five of 
the licensing objectives. Mr Mongra added 
that the assessment would focus not only on 
health issues but wider areas such as general 
wellbeing. Thereafter Ms Omnes explained 
that the assessment may produce 

 To agree to consider item 6 (Health Impact 
Assessment) as the first item of business; 

To note the HIA terms of reference and 
summary questionnaire; and

Otherwise note the update.

I Robertson
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Item Discussion Action / Decisions To be actioned by

2

recommendations for the Board’s 
consideration but confirmed that a substantive 
draft would first be submitted to the Forum for 
feedback.

2 Minute of Meeting 
of 5 April 2017

The Forum had before the minute of the 
previous meeting.

To approve the minute as a correct record. I Robertson

3 Matters Arising With reference to item 14 (Membership of 
Local Licensing Forum), the Clerk advised 
that as per its statutory duty, Aberdeen City 
Council had re-established the Forum for the 
duration of the next Council term and 
confirmed the Forum’s membership at its 
statutory meeting on 17 May 2017. He also 
noted that the Council had resolved not to 
appoint a member to the Forum.

To note the re-establishment of the Aberdeen 
City Local Licensing Forum and confirmation of 
members nominated by the Forum at its 
meeting on 5 April 2017 for the duration of the 
next Council term.

I Robertson

4 Membership 
Updates

The Convener (Police Scotland) welcomed 
Sarah Wheeler (Unight) onto the Forum as a 
representative of the licensed trade. 

The Convener advised that the post of Vice 
Convener was vacant and it had been past 
practice for the Vice Convener to be a 
representative of the licensed trade to provide 
balance to the Forum. Thereafter members 
agreed to appoint Ms Wheeler as Vice 
Convener.

To welcome Sarah Wheeler onto the Forum as 
a voting member representing Unight; and

To appoint Sarah Wheeler as the Forum’s Vice 
Convener.

I Robertson

I Robertson

5  Future Approach 
of Local Licensing 
Forum

The Convener proposed a more pro-active 
direction for the Forum to better enable it to 
hold the Licensing Board to account. He 
explained that it was his aim to raise the 
profile of the Forum through the media in 
order to expand the membership; raise 

To instruct the Convener to prepare a letter to 
the Convener of the Licensing Board, in 
consultation with Forum members requesting 
an overview of the decision making process on 
occasions when the Board had granted 
licensing applications out with its Statement of 

K McGeough/ All 
Members
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Item Discussion Action / Decisions To be actioned by

3

awareness of the Forum’s role in the licensing 
process; and provide an avenue for greater 
public engagement.

Thereafter the Forum discussed:-

 The Board’s decision making process 
when granting applications out with its 
Statement of Licensing Policy, with 
particular reference to significant 
entertainment licenses;

 The appointment of the new Licensing 
Board following the Local Government 
elections in May 2017;

 The legislative requirement for the 
Board to provide the Forum with 
performance information to support its 
advisory function;

 The development of a communication 
plan for the Forum;

 Rescheduling the provisional date of 6 
June 2017 for the Joint Licensing 
Meeting due to the General Election;

 The option to hold Forum meetings out 
with the Town House; and

 How the Forum could expand its 
membership and be more 
representative to a wider range of 
licensing stakeholders.

Licensing Policy;

To note that the 6 June 2017 Joint Licensing 
Meeting has been postponed and to propose to 
the Licensing Board that the meeting be re-
arranged for 31 August 2017;

To reschedule the Forum’s next meeting from 6 
September to 22 August 2017;

To instruct the Clerk to liaise with the Vice 
Convener to investigate if a future Forum 
meeting could be held at Soul Bar;

To request Emily Queen to get in touch with an 
umbrella group representing Aberdeen off sales 
premises with a view to identifying an off sales 
representative to the Forum;

To instruct the Clerk to correspond with the 
Forum’s young person’s representative to 
gauge his future level of involvement with the 
Forum;

To instruct the Convener to liaise with the 
Weekend Planning Partnership with a view to 
identifying a young persons and/or off sales 
representative to the Forum; 

To request Miriam Smith to speak to colleagues 
within Education and Children’s Services with a 
view to identifying a young person’s 
representative to the Forum; and

I Robertson

I Robertson

I Robertson/S Wheeler

E Queen

I Robertson

K McGeough

M Smith
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Item Discussion Action / Decisions To be actioned by

4

To instruct the Convener to liaise with Police 
Scotland and Aberdeen City Council’s 
Communication teams with a view to promoting 
the work of the Forum through the media.

K McGeough

6 Preparation for 
Joint Meeting with 
Licensing Board

The Convener advised that a number of 
issues related to this item had been covered 
during discussion of the previous agenda item 
and proposed that the Forum defer 
consideration of this item until its next meeting 
in August 2017.

To defer consideration of this item of business 
until the Forum’s next meeting in August 2017.

I Robertson

7  Update from Police 
Scotland:  
Licensing 
Objective 1:  
Preventing Crime 
and Disorder 

The Convener provided an update on 
Operation Taber and noted that the Chief 
Constable had submitted his licensing report 
to the new Aberdeen City Licensing Board. 
The Convener noted that the Licensing team 
would continue to adopt an operational 
approach to policing and highlighted that a 
joint licensing operation was planned for June. 
He added that Police Scotland was also 
preparing for the roll out of the national Fit and 
Proper licensing test and he would be in a 
better position at the next Forum meeting to 
provide further detail.

To note the update.

8  Update from 
Licensing 
Standards Officer:  
Objective 2:  
Securing Public 
Safety 

No update provided.

9  Update from 
Unight 
Representative:  
Licensing 
Objective 3:  

Sarah Wheeler explained that Unight 
members had undergone by-stander training 
to enable them to support vulnerable people 
who had entered their premises. She 
highlighted that Unight was also supportive of 

To note the update.
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5

Preventing Public 
Nuisance 

the Ask Angela initiative and Peter Benton 
and Shamini Omnes advised that they would 
be happy to provide advice and support to 
Unight upon request. Ms Wheeler added that 
Unight had held their annual general meeting 
in April in which she had been appointed as 
Chairperson and Secretary of Unight.
 

10  Update from NHS 
Grampian and 
Alcohol and Drugs 
Partnership:  
Licensing 
Objective 4:  
Protecting and 
Improving Public 
Health 

Heather Wilson (Alcohol and Drugs 
Partnership) brought to the Forum’s attention 
a multi-agency report for the Scottish 
Government’s consideration during the refresh 
of its national alcohol strategy. She 
summarised the report’s recommendations 
which included a strategic approach to 
reducing the availability of alcohol and 
improving existing licensing regulation: the 
report also found that there were 16 times 
more licensed premises in Scotland than GP 
practices.

Ms Wilson advised that the Scottish 
Government was consulting on a new tax to 
target high strength, low cost cider. The 
Forum resolved to submit a response to the 
consultation and Ms Wilson agreed to lead on 
this response and would circulate the 
consultation document for comment and input 
to Forum members before its submission on 
12 June 2017.

Ms Wilson highlighted recent statistics from 
the Office of National Statistics which found 
that high earners were more likely to be the 
heaviest drinkers and young people between 
the ages of 16-24 were the group least likely 
to consume alcohol, though when they did so 
it tended towards binge drinking.

To request that Heather Wilson prepare the 
Forum’s response to the Scottish Government’s 
consultation on a new tax for high strength 
cider and thereafter to circulate the document 
to Forum members for feedback and input 
ahead of submission to the Scottish 
Government on 12 June 2017; and

Otherwise note the updates.

H Wilson/All Members
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Item Discussion Action / Decisions To be actioned by

6

Ms Wilson also referred to a recent court case 
in which a decision of a licensing board to 
refuse an application from a major retailer had 
been upheld as the Board had a health based 
overprovision policy in place.

Shamini Omnes advised that the Aberdeen 
City Health and Social Care Partnership was 
in the process of profiling the four locality 
areas within Aberdeen City and colleagues 
from NHS Grampian’s Health Intelligence unit 
had been assisting with this exercise. Ms 
Omnes added that a series of public 
engagement events had been scheduled to 
provide a forum for community engagement 
and feedback.

11 Update from 
Children's 
Services 
Representative:  
Licensing 
Objective 5:  
Protecting 
Children from 
Harm

Miriam Smith advised that she would speak to 
the relevant Service Manager within 
Education and Children’s Services to find out 
how the Service could more effectively feed 
into the Forum.

To request that Miriam Smith speak with a 
relevant Service Manager to discuss how the 
Service could strengthen its reporting 
arrangements and links with the Forum.

M Smith

12  Progress 
Statement 

The Forum had before it the Progress 
Statement.

To note the Progress Statement.

13  Date of Next 
Meeting 

22 August 2017.
INSP KENNETH MCGEOUGH, Convener

To note the date.
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If you require any further information about this minute, please contact Iain Robertson, tel. 01224 522869 or email 
iairobertson@aberdeencity.gov.uk
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Percentages of children, young people and families being 
supported by children’s social work due to alcohol related 

concerns

There are currently 1986 children and young people being supported by Children’s 
Social Work (May 2017).

227 of these children are clearly defined as being in need of support due to alcohol 
misuse in the family. This is 11.4% of the total children we are currently supporting.

124 of these 227 children are looked after children. This is 54.6% of the total children 
for whom there are alcohol related concerns.

This means that 6.2% of all children in Aberdeen City that are being supported by 
Children’s Social Work at this time are being looked after because alcohol misuse is 
one of contributing factors.  

This is likely a conservative % because alcohol related concerns are sometime 
captured in collective concerns which do not allow us the pull the specific data. 

We had attempted to undertake a mapping of this across the city, but due some 
inconsistencies in our data recording this has not been possible. If we are able to 
create this mapping at some tie in the future will do so and present to the Forum. 

Page 11
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ABERDEEN LOCAL LICENSING FORUM

PROGRESS STATEMENT – 22 August 2017

Remit of Local Licensing Forums as set out in the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 – keeping under review the operation of the Act in the Forum’s 
area and in particular the exercise by the Licensing Board of their functions including giving advice and making recommendations to the Board 
in relation to those matters where the Forum considers it appropriate.  The Act does not enable a Forum to review or give advice or make 
recommendations in relation to the exercise by a Board of their function in relation to a particular case.  “Case” is taken to mean an application 
before a Board and in the interests of natural justice is also taken to mean individual licensed premises.  The preferred route for consideration 
of complaints about the running of licensed premises is to write directly to the Clerk or Depute Clerk to the Licensing Board.

The Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 requires Licensing Boards in exercising any of their functions to have regard to any advice given or 
recommendations made to them by a Local Licensing Forum and where the Board decides not to follow the advice or recommendation to give 
the Forum reasons for that decision, the Board must provide copies of relevant statistical information to the Forum as it may reasonably 
require for the purposes of its general functions.

Licensing Standards Officers have a general function of providing to interested persons information and guidance concerning the operation of 
the Act, supervising compliance with the Act and the conditions of their licences by holders of Premises Licences and Occasional Licences and 
mediate between communities and the trade or between any two parties where there is a need to resolve a local problem and develop a local 
solution.  LSOs do not act as “policemen” with regard to licensing but they will liaise with the police and other relevant officials such as 
Environmental Health Officers in pursuit of the objectives of the Act.

Item Meeting Reference Decision/Action Update Responsible Lead Licensing 
Objective

Items relating to all Licensing Objectives
1. Statistical Information

To receive reports from the Licensing 
Board containing relevant statistical 
information.

The Forum and Board will continue to 
liaise at joint meetings.  

All All objectives
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Item Meeting Reference Decision/Action Update Responsible Lead Licensing 
Objective

2. 8 June 2016 (Joint 
Licensing Meeting)

Statement of Licensing Policy Refresh
The Forum discussed their initial 
consultation response with members of 
the Licensing Board ahead of the 
development of the refreshed 
Statement of Licensing Policy.

The Joint Meeting considered a letter 
from the Convener of the Licensing 
Forum to the Convener of the 
Licensing Board dated 13 January 
2016 which outlined the Forum’s 
recommendations to the Licensing 
Board as per Section 10 of the 
Licensing (Scotland) Act (2005).

All All objectives

3. 11 February 2015 Alcohol and Young People
The Forum considered whether 
attitudes towards alcohol have changed 
amongst younger people and the 
Convener requested a presentation for 
a future workshop on what young 
people think of alcohol and their 
experiences of its use and impact. 

Young Person’s 
Representative to 
the Forum

All Objectives

4. 18 November 2015 Youth Justice Monitoring
The Forum requested that Sgt Flett 
provide an update on the monitoring 
arrangements and research conducted 
by the Youth Justice team on how 
young people accessed alcohol.

Sgt Flett provided an update on 12 
January 2016 and advised that there 
was no clear mechanism in place to 
retrieve the requested data but 
discussions were ongoing between 
Police Scotland the Youth Justice 
Team on how to achieve greater 
alignment.

On 8 November 2016, Miriam Smith 
advised the Forum that data could be 
made available through the 
Responsible Group which the 

Police Scotland 
representative to 
the Forum

Licensing Objective 
1: Preventing 
Crime and 
Disorder; and
Licensing Objective 
5: Protecting 
Children from 
Harm
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Item Meeting Reference Decision/Action Update Responsible Lead Licensing 
Objective

Convener was a member of. This 
would ensure there was no 
duplication of information or 
resource.

5. 13 September 2016 LSO Annual report 2015-16

The Forum requested that the LSO 
Annual Report 2015-16 be presented to 
the Forum with an indicative 
submission date of mid-2017.

D Sande/T-E 
Gilchrist

All Objectives

6. 13 September 2016 Convener’s Letter to the Licensing 
Board

The Forum instructed the Convener to 
correspond with the Convener of the 
Licensing Board to invite a Board 
representative to the Forum’s next 
meeting to provide a progress update in 
relation to issues raised at the Joint 
Meeting.

An update was provided by the 
Council’s Legal Licensing team on 5 
April 2017.  

A further letter from the Convener of 
the Forum to the Convener of the 
Licensing Board was sent on 27 June 
2017 seeking assurance on the 
Forum’s role ahead of the Statement 
of Licensing Policy consultation.

K McGeough All Objectives

7. 13 September 2016 Referral System in Torry

The Forum requested an update on the 
development of a referral system for 
individuals who had been banned from 
licensed premises in the self-policing 
scheme in Torry due to issues related to 
alcohol abuse.

An update was provided by the 
Community Safety Partnership on 5 
April 2017.

P Lees All Objectives
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